From Puerto Rico to Venezuela: A Twenty-Five-Year Long Distance Recapture of a
Hawksbill Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata)
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On September 25, 2023, a hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbri-
cata), bearing Inconel tags (X7113, X7114) on its front flippers,
was captured during in-water surveys in front of the nesting beach,
Los Garzos, Gulf of Paria, Venezuela (Balladares et al. 2019; Fig
1). The recovered tags were in good condition (Fig 2). At the time
of capture, the turtle’s curved carapace length (CCL) was 76 cm
and its tail extended beyond the carapace, suggesting it was an adult
male (Van Dam & Diez, 1998, Fig 3 & 4). The animal received new
Inconel tag (V014M, V015M) on its front flippers.

This turtle had been originally tagged 25 years earlier, on 16
September 1998 during in-water surveys by personnel from Proyecto
Carey-Isla de Mona in the feeding grounds of Monito Island (near
Mona Island, Diez & Van Dam 2002; Fig 1). At the time of original
capture, the turtle measured 30.4 cm CCL and weighed 2.3 kg. Ac-
cording to Diez & Van Dam (2002), this animal was considered a
juvenile with undetermined sex due to its size (Fig 5).

The time interval between the tagged date on this turtle in Puerto
Rico and when it was found in Venezuela was 25 years, which in-
dicates that the turtle survived for more than two decades bearing
the tags and reached its sexual maturity within that time (Van Dam
& Diez 1998; Diez & Van Dam 2002). This current report not only
confirms the connectivity between different areas in the Caribbean
for the hawksbill migrations (Velez-Zuazo et al. 2008), but also is
the oldest long distance tag recapture for a hawksbill turtle tagged at
Monito Island and a record Inconel tag retention duration (Van Dam
& Diez 1999). This type of information reinforces the importance
of collaborative regional conservation networks.
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Figure 1. Geographic locations of Monito Island (Puerto Rico) and Los Garzos (Venezuela).
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after being initially tagged in Puerto Rico.

Figure 3. Recapture of the tagged adult hawksbill turtle with ~ Figure 4. Elongated tail of the adult hawksbill turtle
76 cm curved carapace length in Venezuela. encountered during an in-water study in Venezuela.
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Figure 5. Hawksbill turtle with 30.4 cm curved carapace length when it was first captured in
1998 and given Inconel tags on front flippers
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